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SUBJECT : Conference with the CIA on MarchJ 2 j _19gi 
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At 11:00 a.m. , on March 12, 1964 the following individuals 
gathered in J. Lee Rantin' s office to confer on how test the CIA and 
the Commission could work together- at this juncture to facilitate the 
remaining work of the Commission: J. Lee Rankin, Howard P. Wi liens, 

William T. Coleman, Jr., Samuel A. Stern, Burt Griffin, W. David 
Slaws on, Richard Helms,' . aad Raymond Rocca, the latter 

three from the CIA. The meeting lasted until about 1:15 P* m * 



] 

\ 



The Commission's staff members pointed out to the CIA that 
we had developed materials which might be of help to the CIA m assessing 
the Russian situation, in particular, the testimony of Marina Oswald, 

Robert Oswald, Marguerite Oswald, John Martin and other witnesses scheduled 
to appear before the Commission. . Mr. Rankin pointed out that it was 
established Commission policy that transcripts of testimony were not to he 



taken out of the offices of the Commission but that we would of course 
make these transcripts available in our offices to CIA representatives. 

It was agreed that a CIA man would come over in the near future to read 
these transcripts, especially Marina’s, and that they would contact either 
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OPANDUM 



FROM : V?. David Slaws on 

SUBJECT : Conference with the CIA , . .Arch .12, 19 6 U 



At 11:00 a. at. , on March 12, 19 p 4 the following individuals 
gathered in J. Lee Rankin's office to confer on how best the CIA and 
tne. . Commission could work together at this juncture to facilitate the 
remaining work of the Congisslon; J. Lee Rankin, Howard- P. Wiliens, 
VhlTinu T. Go: yean, Jr., Samuel A. St, rn, Burt Griffin, W. David 



• rf , Hi "hard .Helms,. 



Raymond Rocca, the latter 



three from the CIA. The meeting lasted until about 1:15 p.a. 

1 ; re first topic of conversation was Yuri Kosenko, the recent 
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A general discus:, i on was held on this problem, with 
inti on .being . that the Commission await further develop- 



ments-. 



•a poire, ed out to th 
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of help to trie' CIA ire' a 
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ermn po muted out that it was 



cnr-oe.r: pun ox testimony were not 
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be able to point out no the 
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other testimony besides Carina's might be 
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/son mentioned that we also had nrenared 



cusmorsnaum, vua accompanying exhibits, on Lee- Oswald’s and i&riru 



.-.wain's coriuaess wim the SLabe Department' and the Immigration and 
c.ouTcxj.z.cioion Service, Tsis memorandum was primarily 'intended her 

. ay . - 

ne X * i '' ernal use 0i tiie Oommis^ion in analyzing what the Oswalds were 
o_ng a-o various times, and how their entry intp -the United- States and 
.ner 10 reign travel and attempts at foreign travel were processed by 
" government agencies. We suggested that the memorandum might; also 
-■■ve -/axue as a tool in spotting clues of possible Russian subversion 
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procedures. Consequently, we' would deliver a copy of 
s me oiA and also a ' statement of certain specific 
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v/hich we feib were raised by the memorandum and its suonortin 





- a z "-- letter from nee Harvey Oswald in. Minsk to r,he 
k .idoscow announcing his intention to return to the U c 
inrceen months of silence, on the other. CIA a fc 
■incidence seemed significant out could offer nothing 



conference. 



le on the general sub;] 
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ul J.S Ooaoc _US u c 



r.eridonea Lnat an article - had recently appeared in "Human Events 






c one ernin: 
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odical, speculating on the meaning of a cert 
swain sent through internal channels of tine £ 
said rhar the article was of 'interest only b 



nowea nau ohere might be a serious leak in our security seme 
rnce-the derail which it contained about this telegram was be 
anc. accurate. He couxd not remember what telegram rh 
xscussed bur promised to contact Slaws on later and fill him i: 
iSlavson has since reported that late on rue after: 
lO-cca telephoned and told him' that the telegram was r: 
:ne articne on it first appeared in the Northern Vim 
i a column by ‘Allen and Scott. " and rha: 



rh._ one 
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dry • 28 , 196“ 



Ch_ ti'. 



:le was siren 1 



:ca sale 



a summary and rehash oi 
that he would mail botl 
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.ght have occurred 
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- ^ome iQcas on now inns. ienH 
cix uiCiS oonc out Sisvson's suspicions in tliis 
Hocaa by- telephone and the two of them could -t; 
u-scuss it. Rocca agreed.) 





me conversation tnea turned to Mexico. We ; 
Meat they meant by the reference to "the other lead 



— OJ — lG ft tjG 



u , L- Get i! 



in their second memorandum on Mexico. They 



mmet mat this was the request given to them by the FBI to give a 
^Oa.y grapn test to a certain individual, this being the “Diaz Verson." 
cpisuae. We replied to the effect mat we were fully • aware of the 
episode and since one of the principal characters involved. lu.it had 
recenoiy recanted his iornier statements we were tentatively -closing the 
investigation. 

*• Ranki n, Mr. Slaws on. Mr, Villens and Mr. Coleman el 1 
expressed concern over the inability of the Commission or any -of the 
iO/ernienuai agencies oo iUl in the very large gaps still existin'; in 
nee .Harvey Oswald's visit to Mexico. We pointed out that there were 
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evenings Oi nis entire trip were unaccounted for. Furthermore; 
mouy of the hotel clerk at the del Comercio Hotel seemed tc 
rn.Sca.u_Sj.ac tory . Ms cleric admitted that the hotel regisi'-~' r slowed 

' v but be completely denies any other memory' whatever of Oswald's 
me jiCtei, ana an the subordinate hotel personnel such as clear in 
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■ueny any memory of 0 
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a one names ox some xndivi 



/xauais who- rooiaea near Oswald at the 
xo;Own oo nitiy tne hotel c nerk . 
icwever, attempts to trace down these individuals -have so far been un- 
successful. One is allegedly an officer in the Mexican Army from Vera 
- e ‘o reitner tne Mexican Army nor any of the usual contacts, such as t 
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P o _l ,lc <i ^ v-ii 0 j-Oc ej_ ame ric an o oris Ui_; 
have ever heard of anyone by that 

We also discussed the new information which had lust cc 
■idxcaoin^ xim l. Oswald my ax ‘ jOX’ all roc nave oaten s. ous x 
ik to the American border hut may have reserved a a 
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on. 'w-uG dus and tij.su never taiier il 
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also briefly summarized the results of the FBI’s invest! 



'We when discussed what would be the best method for the 
Joamission so try to fill the gaps in its knowledge about Mexico.' 

' no . ni o c -gr -Gu cixaL j ~ ini gn c oe usexux j.or members ox tue Corns! 



to Mexico City to deal diree 
A, Secret Service, Narcotics, 2ml 



itn renresenx 



Cmocluiv v 
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5000. position no Bypass ordinary government channels and 
done dv dealing directly with the persons involved. He felt t 
reception iron the Mexican authorities would be belie 
on an informal 
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c jjos ucLl 0 ciDou.0 gjxls whole pro oo x e a. ana 
*0 cooperate than the indlvt duals who 
tranches > T w e axx x discussed whether Coronas sic 
representatives should go to Mexico C-ity incognito or official!/- : 
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G.s& 'go cleier on j_s decision until mo 



-Oj_u, nowsver , niisx i 



very low rever ana ther 



WC.O Ouju er an cases ox clou si 
i.e-— 0 s s any ^ oecome xiicr 0 open 



uz vae c ircumsr arte es warranted; a change in this direction 
vnereas a change in the other direction is not. 



Tae conversation then shifted back^to Russia. We ashed the 
neaoc.r oi the CiA whether they had received copies of the lenders writt 
^y x,ee Oswald whale ne was in Russia and. later, in particular, letters 
-o *" Lo hrouner, Rod ere, to ms sooner. Marguerite Oswald, and to various 
smencan government agencies, such as the American Embassy in Moscow. 

| ana Rocca answered that they believed they had all such materials 

Laver, however, Mr. Slavson mentioned that he nevertheless intended to 
torwara copies of me most recent group of letters from Lee Harvey Gswal 
u0 nio mother no the GiA just ip case they had not received these air ear 
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possible 
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so ment 



rax V-, oi une 2.8 l. Lt 



unau >mese letters had 'come in Quite recently ar 
cney bus sea going to the CIA. CIA representativ 
-aation, these letters should be .sent to them. 
znsx me Cia might not have seen one of the ' "'if 
:o che Russian Embassy written after Oswald rrmr 



-Co which has fairly 



coins xiioQ possession oi 






-xA re P re 3 enraoive.s said, that they had not seen this 'draft, and Mi 
.S-hiec fCT v o.xcivscn no ce sure bo gen bheni a ccoy. 
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a letters Lee Oswald wrote to the American Embassy in Los. 
was trying to get -permission for himself and Ms wife Ka. 
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e turn to t-ue United States xrdgb.i 
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noacnea 
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especially expressed the opinion that these letters reflected 
degree of sophistication and knowledge of passport procedures 
wotu.c. u6 expec tea of a man. of nee Harvey Oswald's known char a 
^ O-i— ^ng tms unere ensued a snort discussion of the manner ; 
um mguc use its Russian defectors . including Kosenko } in ev. 
tne information ve had on the Oswalds ' connections wit 
authorities , When asked whether the FBI and the Secret Service 
continuing to forward materials to the CIA as the Commission ha- 
previously requested, the CIA representatives replied in the ai 
hiring tne meeting a ds 
M essrs, Hubert and. Gri 

vras delivered to the CIA representatives. We asked that they 
Ruby # s one or more trli 



round Viemorariduni 



xn.il ui uhe C co d n 7i. ssion suo.ii z*eis.t to one. 
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ups to Cuba, They stated that this wo 

i.ii - -,-u. an iflcuxry xrom Mr » w i j Lens regar- 

Commission setter to CIA dated February 12 , 196k, 

' "IA and shewn by the FBI and Mrs. Margi 
,s. s - x- ^ sa i-iiOj would cnee is into l 
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there was also some discussion, of "the issue as to who 
-SwU was an agent xor the CIA. The CIA representatives denies; 
~~ »■* -.--S - 1 e Case^ ana xnaxcaced. omt Messrs. hejjns and I 

x;ons vno would know of any such relationship. Kr„ Banhin in; 



•epresentatives of ti 



Commission's desire to secure from 



_cna_x a&sui ances ox t_.hxs i&c 



Cy as nan air e any oeen none n; 



-eoncxes . ine Cm representatives stated 
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McCone or any other representatives o: 






xnc any affidavit desired by the Commission and/or pursue the 
wi tn i‘-n . mixes xii any way the C omx sox on. vxshedo 

At some point during the conference, we questioned the C 
— .. j/W e—cfcoS asoina non contacts v ion Osw axn and thexr c cmc c c 
e owner government agencies concerning these contacts. Mr. Heir 
a. •.icon that the CiA had excluded from Oswald file furnished, he 1 
miction all materials regarding the October 9 and 10 messages be 
3 a were summarised in CIA memorandum of January 31, 196^, and b; 
... ■■ iXUiioci.^eo — s — ui.*ru t Oiix _i.ci.en o j_ax c oinmunlc at x ons c scm cues c 

■ces. Commission representatives explain; 

u ~ l '— i_)Q xnc ^ oixese C0jxj_x_denoxax asneccc 
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Afber discussion,, it was agreed that the CIA would sun 
icssxon a parapnrase 01 any message or • other' writing requested 
" — ^0 bO-i, bUe Oj_xx.j_i.xax' v-ersxon ox wriica would r ev es.i a c Gnfxc.au 
confidential communications technique. The actual me 
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reviewed vith members 
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Commission staff... to enab 
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’ance that bne paraphrases are complete and ' accura* 




